PREFACE
manifold relations between the various branches of
Islamic and Jewish, literature during the Middle Ages
have long been the subject of research by eminent scholars
such as A. Geiger, M. Steinschneider, I. IFriedlander, I.
Goldziher, etc. Corresponding relationships in the field of
economic and political life, however, have hitherto not had
sufficient attention devoted to them. It is possible that the
latter relationships were overlooked because of the aM adh-
DMmma provisions in Islamic law, known in Europe mostly
by the works of Abu Yusuf and al-Mawardi, according to
which non-Muslims were excluded from all public services.
But that was only in theory. The numerous edicts dis-
qualifying Christians and Jews from administrative posts,
which were so often re-enacted by successive Caliphs, are
symptomatic of the imperfect application of the theory, and
show that daily life followed rules far different from those
which jurists and theologians laid down.
The following study, based on a systematic investigation
of the Arabic historical sources, attempts to indicate the
part actually played by Jews in the economic and political
spheres of some Islamic countries such as 'Iraq, Egypt, and
Persia during the period between the tenth and the thirteenth
centuries.
The material, scattered throughout the Arabic literature
and offered here, centres round a number of outstanding
personalities. They are mostly border-line figures linking the
worlds of Judaism and Islam, who, favoured by a ruler or
some other historical circumstances, were called upon, in
virtue of their abilities and service, to take an active part
in the public life of their time, thus affecting the course of
general history. They show the familiar career of a sudden
rise and an equally sudden end, common to so many other
prominent individuals in Eastern autocracies.